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le of. _ 
not your Goodneſs from Time to 'T ic relievd;.me, 
with Your ingenious Terrell: fi 4d 'coritaig 4 a0 
Thing curiouy and NE The end here- at 
Home. A An the delig Hentkul counts 25 
which you Was pleas d to A four me Allow me” to „ne, 
tion that of the Coney-borough at Godaln 
which coming to my 1 Tands whet I Was 
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Rate it idto Haas, I found Means 6 y 
nicated to ſome of 15 C MA who were, 
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| ere e 
7 that a Place there, 
Th whole 4 1. hrs Buſineſs of your | Life 
ſeems to be'nothing#lſe but one continued Search and 
Pupſuit: after Knowledge; ſo that: you may very pro- 
pefly be ſtild the Boxur of the preſent Age. Scarce 
= ok that contains any Thing new or curious, is 
—_— publiſh'd, but what finds a Place in your Libra 

Wn and whenever an Piſcovery is propos d to the Worl 
you are never at eſt till you have found out whether 
it has Truth to ſuppart and recommend it. For which . 
Reaſon I am the more ſurpriz d to find that the B 0 5 
written about the Montpellier, or new Method of 
ring the Venereal Diſeaſe, ſhou'd have eſcap d your | 
Curioſity; and that the very firſt Hint and Intimativn 
you. had of it, was from an, Advertiſement yon met 
15 9 Br Pk, rints, Jong you took 
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Home, 0 10779875 to convince. them of: 
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| ps fectual! in England as in 3 8 Change of Climate 
3 24K 88 be 805 at all in the Virtues of Mercury. 
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4 le u, Chancellor of, that. | EL 443 
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«© WU OEVER 2 Mankind "with, te Peron + 

bf ieee, is deſir d to pe end, or leave a Note 
at Mr. Ho ws9.xn'saStationer, at the Ro ſe and cru] 
| 8 aſt Exeter-Chapge in the, Strang, leaſt 4 ng = 

q e e Per and; alyays giving at, lealt a 1 1 


orice, heſorer Wu 
NB. © Tazs Method has been. found el not 1 
5 only, in Venereal, 12 85 e in many other 17 9 4 
ie nate and i Bie {cs, even where Saliyation haa 
e. HJailds, and is fe 7 V to che ae thaß tis 2 
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We the Southern 8 of- it, for all young Gentlemen, 

1 ho have meddled with ain the teak þ tho in 

« e they never receiy d th 3 
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1 5 always for Sa afety's Sake, to 1 — 0 
; 2 a little before they Marry. 5 a 


T mxs, like other Adyertiſements that p promiſt a Cure 
n all Veneteal Caſes, you at firſtimagin'd.t: 
but, e and e ; Nur . 
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in What was there ſaid of fuch' a new Method, that I, 
| wh af make an exact Enquii ao 1085 ne blige You, 


ler and K Be cl it 5 


Tei "Ky to'what'is aſſerted In eg Alte ile 
= to the Manner and Excellency'of this Heu Pra- 

you may remember, Sir, T acquainted | 675 8 * 
Tic, that her Was Yah ang but what 55 
= deft Ar PE ah ry role 155 A 
Thun, k have, u nquiry, fouti 

71 1 15 fo far MB being gate, 15 won EE 
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Ni 4 Experience, ho reſided ſe⸗ 
rcral Mor Na, on rg ache ee Sh- 
If irivefwrar ill n 140 MIR which" 15 as 
effected a grea many Me Ms, ence Bis! Re- 
tum to a « 7 


A, to the Reaſon why this neb⸗ Wa ens 
Venercal Diſzaſe, is call d the Mont pe e 
besos ie s rſt ted and f 1 8 dt 
Mr. Cnrcon, Au, the Chancellor * and other Piofcffors 
of Phyſick in veh Place, The Aid Mr. En bol xc, u, 
and Mr. Dives, one of the By. have, back writ- 

en on the 975 Mr. CurcoxxkAu's Book Was tran- 
| ted into Engli/h, and illuſtrated with ſome Notes an 
Obſeryations by Dr. Wriz.ovensy, arid is entitled,” 
Pratiice of Salivation ſhewn to be of no fe or 25 acy 
in the Cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe, but greathy, as iran 
cial to it, &c. To ruar therefore I might ve 
refer you, Sir, for full Satisfaction in this Matter; te 
fince you have laid your Commands upon me, be pleas 1 
to accept of the following Account. 

My Stay at Montpellier was very nigh eight Months 
in which Aale according to the beſt Iadumstlon 1 ud 

get, fifty ſeyen Perſons were eur d of this modiſh 1 
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; 7 tian A 7 thin! Di are pre 
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x, Drag 15 ft 
15 ſufficient for m Hae tg rabb 1 5 Hr mo . 


order the Arms to rubb d 5 and ſome 5 Thigt 
ports to be put on i it, Tok 


_ and if not, how” tis pottible 2 


W's Lin fin from a. 
A7 * this Prepa ration i is over, | the e e 


conſiſts i in nothing im more, an rubbin the Pati jent with 
a Mercurial Ointment, in ſuch Quaittics” i ſuch 


- Intervals of Time as the Ph fician Thall judg ep proper. 


ſometimes at. the Diftance of two, Were of three, 
and ſometimes. of four hed As to the anti y of 
Mercury, ſeldom 


begin with the Soles the Feet metimes v with the 
Small of the Legs, aſcending every ime alittle higher 
till they come 6. to the Knees. There ate fome that 


'Aﬀer any 55 has' Bee en ra] Is inne ent 1 


is for the 1 7 Linne 
tockings for the Legs, & 2 05 Time r equir'd' for 
this Operation is according to the 0 the Patient 


is in, a bad Caſe requiring more tim 17 1 flight one, 1 
007 is generally from 8 7 The Packen 
rink that Ti lebe ele e 


ow and. reg 15 Diet, bu el itries ſalfiets s nothing 

coe than a Titel Foverifh Heat and Reftleſneſs for a 

Day or two, when the Opera tion is at the Height. 
7 'vs, Six, after this poi tha Sf Manner is ne 
152 dreadful td ri etc its moſt di 


ful i. 0 perfectly and yl 1 cut d. But 


no dou ou will be curious to bb! inform'd Herber 
or no in this Method of Cure, any great and ſenſible 
Eyacuations, are caus d by 4 005 & Mercurial Friticns, 
xe can be Tk 75 

this L anſwer, that ſornerimes a gentle moderate 
will happen, Hor is it poſſible to prevent it in fone Con 
ar but then tis never carried high, nor encou- 
tis neither troubleſome nor dangerous. And as 


4.4 FF any y great and fenfible yactiation, Ican by ho rmitans 


ive it neceſſary,” becauſe the Vene real Poilon' is fo 
little in Qutrtty, And of IS ſubtle a N ture, that as it 
was recei v d into the Body by the Tores, fo Ita ke them 


to 
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PDhypyſician in London. 7 
to be the beſt and propereſt Outlets for it, whilſt that great 7” 
Diſcharge of naſty ropy Matter by the Glands of the Throat, 
is ſo far from contributing towards the Cure, that tis rather 
an Hindrance and Obſtruction to it: Becauſe, by that 
means, the Mercury eſcapes and flies away, before it has 
ſufficiently inſinuated and mix'd it {elf in the Habit of the 
Body. And when it runs off ſo faſt; by the Salival Glands, 
and has not Time enough to penetrate into the finer Veſ- 
ſels, and inmoſt Receſſes of the Body, tis impoſſible, it 
ſhou'd induce ſuch a Change in the Blood and Humours as 
is neceſſary, or cauſe any great and permanent Effect there; 
and for this Reaſon, no doubt it is, that Gures attempted 
by the uſual Way of Salivation, are fo often left imper- 
fect and unfiniſh'd. For this I will venture to lay down, as 
a General Rule, that cures in this Diſtemper will always be 
found to be beſt perform'd, when the Mercury is longeſt 
detain'd in the Body. But becauſe Venereal Patients are 
ſometimes obſerv'd to grow well after a Saliyation, and 
that a great Quantity of fetid Matter is always diſtharg'd 
during the Time of it, therefore ſuch an Eyacuation is by. 
many judg'd neceſſary ; and the greater the Quantity of 
Matter is that the Patient then ſpits, and the more noi- 
3 ſome its Smell is, the more radicated and virulent is the 
Diſtemper thought to have been, as well as the more per- 
fect and effectual its Cure. But that this is a very great 
Miſtake will plainly appear from hence; that if two Per- 
ſons are put into a Salivation at the ſame time, the one 
vigorous and robuſt, of a full Habit of Body, and in per- 
fect Health; the other weak and thin, of a ſhatter d Con- 
ſtitution, emaciated and worn out with Venereal Pleaſures, 
and the common Conſequence of em, a Venereal Lues; in 
this Caſe, I ſay, cæteris paribus, that the Saliva of the for- 
mer Sound Perſon ſhall be as fetid, and its Quantity larger 
than that of the Infected. And if this be ſo, then it plainly 
appears that the Evacuation of a great Quantity of fetid 
Matter by the Salival Glands, is not the leaſt Proof either 
that a Perſon is infected with. a Venercal Taint, or that 
F any 


ID 


4 Lak FEAR 


any Part 'of the Poiſon is diſtharg'd that Way. | Thoſe 
. Perfbhs are ſtrangely ignorant of the Nature of Metouty, 
„ that it t chiefly as an Hvacuant; no, its 
ipal and Virtues in this Diſt ard alte- 


E Rates tis the greateſt Deobſtruent and Gotfector of ſharp 


- never amounted to a Scruple in We 
that tho all that Matter which is 


ebrioſiye Reidities in the World. Tis very well known, 
that in the ſllghteſt and loweſt Salivation a great many 
-Pounds of fetid Matter (all which is commonly thought 
to be Part of the Veneteal Taint) are conſtantly, dif- 
chargu; whereas I belitve the greateſt Quantity of Ve- 
nereal Polſon that evet any Man revtiv'd at one Time 
ight. But then, Sir, 


vou will perhaps ſay, 
evacuuted in a Salivation be not Original Venereal Poi- 
bn; yet that tis notliinig but flehy noxious Humours 
vitiuteck and corrupted by that Poifen. But even this 


cannot be allow'd y petauſe tis very certain that good as 


Well as bad Juiced 'afe e hacuated together in aSalivation. 


But ſuppoſing, Sir, what ybu imagine, that nothing but 


borrupt Hurfoure art expelbd out bf ehe Body at en a 


Tine; Fer, if by: receiving a moderate Quantity of 


Mercury into the Body by Degrees,” as in this. new. Ne- 
thiod, thoſe A an be ſo vortected and 
Arendetl, 43 to berome pate und ſalutary; yon will al- 
tow, there will be no Nebeſſicy at all to cba them. 
That this may be done, and actually is 0 in chis new 
Methed of Cute, will, I belleve appear, if wr weigh 
A little the Effects of this Vineiel On oh the Arii- 
mal Juices, and at the ſame time confitier the Virtues 
er Metcury, and its Manner of Operatlon in an humin 
Body. Now; the Effect of that Poiſon, us well as of 
Moſt otherd, When it gets ite the Blood, cohifits in 
eng Cbagulationd, and anfiataral Goheftons Gf whe 
Tiger Fern Wherice ariſe Gbſtructions of the Glands; 
Ack when the Lyinph hav lain for ſome time obſtructed 
there, it contracts an e and beeomes corroſive; 
Hh hege re Pains, Svabs, "Vie Sc. But Mer 


cury, 
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ens, When mird mt the\Rlond; 'by che Smalloeks of 


ite Particles, is ahle to enter inte thoſe: lender Cahals, 


where the Blood it ſelf cannot freely paſs, and hy: that | 
Meagg ſcours all the moſt minute Paſlages of: the Body. 
And then by its Force and Weight, it breaks: down all 
Ohſtructions, and opens the impaſſable Canals; and by 
Virtus of its Weight, and the Smallneſs of its Parts to- 
gether, it ſegurs all the Glands of the Body, removes 


all viſeid Concretions of Matter that have been iodg d 


upon them, diſſolves all unnatural Coheſibns of the 
Jaices, and renders them fluid, active, and uſeful. But 
there ſtill remains another Property in Mercury, which 
compleats its Specifick Virtue in curing this Diſeaſe 
without Saliyation, and that is its pechliar Power in 
deſtroying the, Acrimony and Corroſiveneſꝭ of the Ani- 
mal Iuices, and conſequently of correcting all, forts: f 
foul, eroding, and fiſtulating Ulcers. This Corroſive- 
neſs. proceeds, no doubt; from the Pointedneſs; of the 
minute Parts of the ſftagnated; putrifying Fluid. Now 
Mercury, where-ever it comes, not only remove all Ob. 
ſtructions, and makes the Veſſels paſſable by Virtue! of 
its Weight, but likewiſe- by the ſame Power breaks off 
and planes the ſharp Points and Angles of thafe Particles, 
and 1o renders, them harmleſe and innocent. Jon, 
By this Time, Sn, I perſuadeimy ſelf yau begin td be Wit: 
conving'd that the Antiveneteal Virtue of Mercury; of 
that Power by which it cures. the Venereal Difedte, is dE, 
together independent of any Salival:Evacuation: But td 
put this Matter beyond all future Doubt, ſhall quote an 
Authority, which, I am ſure, will be of great Weight 
with you, as well as with all other Perſons of Learning 
and good Underſtanding; and that is, the learned Dr. 
Curxxx, Who, in his ingenious New T heung af Fevers, 
{peaking of the Operation of Mercurial Medicines, P. 1 20 
Sc. has the following Words: But here it mi 
« objected, ſays ts, that the grand Effect (ab moſt Peo- 
"BP believe) of mercurial ee am, and 


1 © | 19 * that 


ALTER from a 
& that really the falivary Glands ſecern more of their 
« Fluids proportionally, than any other Glands of the 
«© Body. To this I anſwer: 
© 1,'Txar the principal Effect of Mercury i is the at- 
« tenuating the Fluids, the clearing the Canals, and the 
6 deſtroying the Corrofiveneſs of the Obſtructions; and 
“that Salivation has no more Title to be the principal 
“Effect of Mercury, than inſenſible Perſpirationn. 

4 2, Ir is evident that Salivation is not the main Ef- 
« fe of Mercury, from this, that many Perſons are cur'd 
„ of very dangerous Poxes, Ulcers and Rheumatiſms, 
„ without ever Saliyating, at leaſt at the ordinary Rate 
of Salivation. 

3. Tus Reaſon why we com: to ſecern more by the 
„ Salivary Glands proportionally, than by any, or moſt 
<«' others, is becauſe the ſalivary Glands are more in Num- 
„% ber than any of thoſe which ſeparate viſible Fluids; 
and conſequently it is but reaſonable they ſhou'd ſecern 
more than any other. It is true, the Glands of inſen- 
fible Perſpiration are more in Number than thoſe; and 
© jt is not to be doubted but they fecern more likewiſe; 
* and it will be found fo, whenever the Thing is exa- 
min d after Sancloriuss Method; but that Secretion 
« not being viſible, makes the Matter doubted. 

Ir appears from this Author, beſides what I quoted 
him to prove, that upon Mercury s being mix'd with the 
Blood, the cuticular Diſcharge by the Pores of inſenſible 
Perſpiration, is increas'd in Proportion to the falival Eya- 
cuation by the Glands of the Throat. I do not therefore 
8 affirm, Sir, that in a Salivation no part of the 

enereal Poiſon whatever is carry d out of the Body in 
the Saliva; all I contend for is, that a falival Evacuation 
is not neceſſary to the Cure of this Diſtemper; and that 
the Montpellier Method of curing it, by rubbing a leſs 
Quantity of Mercury into the Body, and at greater In- 
tervals of Time, is in every Reſpect preferable to it; but 


more particularly, as it is a much more certain, eaſy, and 
ſafe way of Cure. 3 N 
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1 N the firſt Place, I aliens: the moſt i Adyo- 


cates and Sticklers for Salivating in the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
will allow that Salivations have often fail'd ; nay, that. 


many Perſons have undergone that dreadful Operation "= 
twice, nay even thrice, and yet have not found an effectual 


Cure: Whereas upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry I was able to 
make at Montpellier, among many Hundreds who had 


been treated after this new way, I cou'd not find that any 
one Perſon, whoſe Caſe was truly Venereal, had miſs d ns 
perfect Cure. I have ſince made the ſame Enquiry at 


Paris, and even here in London, and cannot yet find that 


it has ever fail'd; and that it has often cur'd, after Sali- 
vations haye fail'd, is a moſt certain and undoubted' 


Truth. If, Sir, you ſhou'd be ſurpriz'd, and wonder how 


tis poſſible that this new Method ſhou'd be more effectual 


than the common one by Salivation, ſince in both Caſes 
the Cure ſeems to be owing to the ſame Cauſe, that is, 


the mechanical Powers of Mercury ; ; and that the only 
Difference between them is, that in this new way, a'leſs 


Quantity of Mercury is ſent into the Body, and at a 
greater Interval of Time; whereas in the common way 
of raiſing a Salivation by Union, a greater Quantity of 


Mercury is thrown into the Body in leſs Time, and con- 
ſequently that a greater and more permanent Effect ought _ 
to be expected from it; what I have to ſay is this, That, 


when a conſiderable Quantity of Mercury is thrown into 


the Blood in a ſhort Time, it will not in this Caſe be ſo 
capable of rarefying and diffuſing it ſelf gradually and 
unitormly through all the Parts of Body, as When t 5:17 
admitted into it lowly, and in ſmall Quantities: For the '. 
ſudden Rarefaction, and extreme Volatility of the Mer - 
cury, occaſion'd by the natural Heat of the Body, wil 
determine its principal Force and Efficacy upwards z that eee 
is, it will aſcend in a ſtrong plentiful Steam or Vapour to; „ 
the Head, and be thrown off by the falival Gland be- 
fore it has had ſufficient Time to mix and circulate with = 
the Blood and "IO in all the ſlender minute . 5 
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rſuaded there is no Body but 
itely more caly than the com- 
mon way by Salivation. All that the Patient under 
goes or ſuffers, when treated after this new Manner, is 


only, as IL told you before, a little ſlight feveriſh Heat 


and Uneaſinefs, perhaps for two, or three Days at moſt, 
aud ſometimesa gentle.maderate Spitting, attended with 
little or no Pain at all. But what is this in Compariſon 
to urhat exery Perſon ſuffers that goes through a Saliva- 
tion? To thoſe that have ſeen or undergone one themſelves, 
L need ſay but very little; but to thoſe that have not, 
To certainly a Sight very horrid and ſhocking to behold, 
web the Head ſwell'd to more than twice its natural 
the Eyes.ceady.to-burit and fly out, of it, the Teeth 
2 and juſt dropping out of their Sockets, beſides 
a Want of due Reſt and Nouriſhment for Weeks toge 
ther, and all that Time to do nothing but drivel opt a 
ſetid filthy" Matter, that, renders a Perſon nauſeous to 
himfelf; and to all that come near him, is certainhy a 
Condition no one would come into without the hs 
and. very laſt. Neceſſity; and yet all that I have ſaid 
comos Nasty ſhont, and is but a very Wight and imperfec 
Repreſentation of what, is.conftantly ſeen and ſuffer d in 
every galivation. So that I may with the utmoſt Truth 
aflixm, that tis much better and eaſier, and what every 
Man in his Senſes wou'd ſooner chuſe, to go thorough 
4 Cure alter this new Manner twenty Ti imes, than to 
undenge the Pain and Torture of one Salivation. Na ay, 
Joey little is the Trouble or Uneaſineſs of it 
to he ayhere it is commonly Practis d. that is to ſay, in 
rde Sautchemn Farts of - Erance, that tis undertaken with 
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the mb Vocus as we here take a Vomit, a 
or 4 lietle Blood/away. And by Reifor of its: an 
us well as Safety, tis gromm fo. familiar there,; chat no 
ng Gentleman, who ſuſpects himſelf to Wen 
tracted the leaſt Venereal Taint, or who has onee dee 
vets'd with a common Woman, ever thinks of entri 
into the State of Matrimony, hor; will the Relations on 
the Bride's Side ſuffer it ro be conſummated, before he 
has gone th this Operation, to cleunſe hib Body 
ains of it; which might othrivite 
aps lie lurking there many Years and breaking but 
loft, - utterly ruin his Wife's Conſtitution as Yell as 
tranſit Rottenneſs to Poſterity. 9: 
Fe M hence, Sit, it appears, that this hw PraAtice 
has beth Cettainty, Eaſe and Safety, to recommend it 
above the eemmon way by Saliyation, or amy other” way 
yet diſcover'd.- Not one Inſtante, 1 "believe, can be gi- 
ven of any. Perſon that ever miſcarry'd under it, or whole 
Confitution has ſuffer d by it. But the fame cannot be 
id of Salivatiens, beaauſe "tis notoridus to AI tlie 
World, that great Numbers die yearly under em; and 
that numbered Conffirutzons have been, and always will 
be, wind by chem. But as T am endexyonting to im. 
troduce a ne Practice in O on to Salvation, and 
may therefore be fuſpe@ed of Partiatity in What T mall 
fy my felf; in order to Mew the Danger and ff Conſc- 
endes of — a great Quantity of Mereury into the 
dd in a Torr 
on, as well aß the great Advantages arifing from a! 
dent and moderate Uſe of it according vo this new 


thod, I ſhaft rather <huſe to tet another Perfon 547 55 


me; ald chat is the learned De. M ORGAN, in his Slo- 
Ki p. 420. . 55 W 
<< ſtance, h de, of fach Force and Efficacy as f 
ale thrown backen in great Quantities, and With Vio- 


« ence upon 407 of the Glands, it muſt nerqs be ex- 


1455 teme N and milthicyous: For, e 
the 


ſpace of Time, 90 as . 
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ne 
4 ve Force, and violent 
« Efforts of the Mercury, rous'd and excited into Action 
, by. the natural Heat, muſt overſtretch the nervous 


„ Hbrilla, ſuſpend their Action, and quite break, diſ- 


6“ ſolve and deſtroy the natural Structure and Conforma- 


tion of the Parts; and the Structure and Organization 


of the Solids being thus broken and deſtroy'd, the 
Fluids muſt ſtagnate, corrupt and putrity , and the 
& Obſtructions become inyeterate and incurable, _ 
__< Hexcs it is that they who have been too ſeverely 
“treated with Mercury in the Laes venerea, are very 
often made more deplorable Victims to the Fury of 
& the Medicine, than to that of the Diſeaſe; and a Di- 
“ ſtemper which ſcarce deſerves a Cure, is rende r dun- 
% capable of any. IL. kow that the unhappy in this Caſe 
are generally impatient of Delay, and eager for a ſpee- 


dy Cure; but the Event ſeldom anſwers their Ex 


« Rations, and a little preſent haſty Relief is for the 
* moſt part follow'd with a long Train of hopeleſs and 
+. remedileſs Evils, which might have been prevented 
„ by a more rational and deliberate Method. 

Ap Pag. 426, after having ſhew'd the many and ſin- 
gular Virtues of Mercury, and that it is no ways, hurtful 
to the Nerves, he proceeds thus; I deſire it may be 
% here obſery d, that what I have ſaid-of Mercury, as 
, one of the. moſt effectual and powerful Deobſtruents, 
«is to be underſtood as abſtracted from Salivation, or 
-« any ſuch way of giving it, as to promote any great, 


« ſenſible, or violent Evacuation. For where Mercury 


« is thus given, it muſt needs break, diſſolye, and de- 


e ſtroy the natural Texture and Conſtitution of the So- 


“ lids, and glandular Organs upon which it happens to 
de preci pitated, and thrown with ſuch Violence; and 


« the elaſtick Motive Fibrillæ, having thus loſt their na- 
« tural Force a J Action, any Lodgment of viſ- 


* cidobſtruting Matter upon ſuch Glands for the future, 


« maſt be fix d there without Remedy, and the Obſtru- 
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too ſtrong and violent Salivations, are often reduc'd to 


«the moſt Sdeplorable Circumſtances, and put out of all 


the Ho 
6 thod. 

„ Txxow it will be urg'd by towns, that Salivation in 
an high Degree is neceſſary to the Cure of the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, where it is once rongly or deeply fix d. But 


and Poſlibility | of a Cure by any other Me- 


„ ſuch is my Incredulity and Diffidence, that I am very 


<6: apt to queſtion the Truth of this in Fact; and I only 
<<: defire thoſe, who have any great Experience in this 


4 Caſe, to tell us faithfully whether they have ever known 


a good: Cure wrought by a high Salivation upon ſuch as 
4 have been much afflicted with hy pochondriacal and hy- 
« ſterieal Diſorders; and whether the Succeſs has not fail d 
ein Proportion to the Strength of the Salivation, and the 
« Overſtretch of the obſtructed convulſed G lands? But 
« this, I think, is certain, that the greater the Obſtru- 
« ction of the Glands i is, and the more they are tumefy'd, 
« diſtended and ſtimulated; the leſs capable will they be 
« of any violently impreſs'd Force of Mercury, and the 
more neceſfary will it be to do the Work with more 
« Moderation, and in longer Time.? 


To what 1 have already cited, give me Leave, Sir, to 


add a ſeC Lines from the ingenious Dr. Qur xx, in his 


Eſſay on Venercal Diſeaſes, ſubjoin'd to his Explanation 
of Santtorius's Aphoriſms, Pag. 463. The conimon 


Methods of Salivation, ſays he, and rough Catharticks, 


do not only fail of Cure, but alſo occaſion great 
« Miſchiefs; becauſe they rob the Conſtitution of its 
«. beſt Defence againſt the Diſtemper, a ſoft balſam ick 
« Blood, and leave it afterwards much more expos'd, to 
d a mercileſs Tormentor, whence infallibly alſo comes on 
an incurable Hectick.“ 

Wu ar theſe excellent Authors have ſaid is 10 FIR, 
fall, and'convincing, that tho' I cou d produce the Opini- 
ons of ſeveral of the beſt my moſt learned Writers in 

PIE <> Phy- 


* * 


LET TEN Fi rom d 
Phyſick to the ſame Purpoſe, yet I ſhall trouble you with 
no more Quotations, but leave the whole Streſs and Iſſue 
of the Diſpute between this new Method of Cure, and 
the old one by Salivation, 'on their Evidence; and pro- 

| ceed to, acquaint you, Sir, in what, other Diſeaſes, be- 
fides the Venereal, this Practice has been found ſucceſsful. 
In all Foulneſſes and Obſtructions of the Glands, in all 
Lentors and Viſcidities of the Blood and Humour, in all 
inycterate Pains of the Joints and Limbs, in all Scabs, 
Blotches, Ulcers, and Diſtempers of the Skin, in all Ca- 
chexies or ill Habits of Body, in the Scurvey,, Rheuma- 
tiſm, and often in the Sciatica, and King's-Eyil, it has 
been found the only effectual Cure in the World: And 
in many other Cafes in which it has been try'd, and has 
not ſucceeded ſo effectually, this however may be ſaid in 
its Commendation, that where it has not done much 
Good, it has however never done the leaſt Harm; and may 
therefore in all Caſes be very juſtly call'd /afe Practice. 
Bur here perhaps ſome one may object ugainſt the ex- 
ternal Uſe of Mercury, andaffirm, that ill Conſequences 
have ſometimes ariſen from it; and may at the fame Time 
demand, whether the Mercury which is rubb'd into the 
Body does not always remain in it; and if, not, Which way 
it is diſcharg'd out of it, when no Salivation enfuts > 
"Tis very well known that Mercury is made uſe of to raiſe 
Salivations outwardly, apply'd in Union, as well as in- 
wardly taken; and that ill Conſequences have ſometimes 
ariſen from it, when »us'd both theſe ways, I make no 
Doubt; but then thoſe ill Effects have always proceeded, 
not from the right Uſe, but from the Abuſe of it; either 
for want of giving it with Judgment and Diſcretion, or 
elſe becauſe it was, not. rightly; prepar d. If too great 
. a Quantity of it he either taken inwardly; or rubbd in 
by Unction in too ſhort a Time, as is generally done in rai- 
fing a Salivation, twill for the moſt; part do more Harm. 
than Good; becauſe in ſuch a Caſe, it Life be not always 
in apparent Danger, the Conſtitution certainly is. And. 
where it is thrown into the Body hy Friction, if the Oina- 
| 2 * Men 
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__ Phyſacian in London. 
ment be not rightly prepar'd, as it often happens in com- 
mon mercurial Unguents, Plaiſters, Girdles, &c. ill Ef- 
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fets muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably follow. But where, 


in preparing the Ointment, the mercurial Globules are 
ſufficiently divided, comminuted, and ſeparated from 
each other; in ſuch a Caſe, there is no doubt but it may 
be as ſaſely us d, and with better Effect, than if inwardly 
taken. For when it is 0 prepar'd, its fine and volatile 


_— will not fail to mix and circulate with the Blood 


and Juices wherever they! go; but where the Cireulation 
happens to be broken off, the Mercury, whether inward- 
ly taken, or outwardly apply'd, muſt of Neceſſity ſtop. 
As to the latter part of the ObjeQion, in which tis ap- 
prehended, that the Mercury which is forc'd into the Bo- 
dy by Friction, will always remain there, and conſequently 
—.— bad Effects, unleſs it be carry d off by a Salivation; 
this Jam ſure will be of no Weight at all with you, Sir, who 
perfectly underſtand the Animal Oeconomy, and know very 
well that as much at leaſt, if not more, is carry d out of the 
Body every Day by inſenſible Perſpiration, than by all the- 
ſenſible Evacuations put 
ignorant of this, my Anſwer is, that there is more Danger 
in this new Method of Cure, that the Mercury ſhou'd 27 

off too faſt, and leave the Body too ſoon, before it has pro- 

duc 'd the deſir d Effect on the Blood and Juices, than that 
it ſhow'd remain too long in the Body, and be attended 
with any ill Conſequences. For when the Mercury has for. 

ſome: Time circulated with the Blood, ſince 'tis impoſſible 

to be aſſumilated with it, Nature would not fail to exert 
her {elf in order to expel it, if it was neceſſary; but 40 it 
is in {elf of ſo volatile a Nature, eſpecially after being ra 
refy'd by the Heat of the Body, tis impoſſible it ſnou d be 
long retain/din it; but it flies out of it with Speed at every 
excretory Organ. So that ſome Part of it, when there is a 
Spitting, may poſſibly be carry d off hy the Salival Glands, 
{ome by the Glands of the Inteſtines, ſome by the Kidneys, / 

but the far greateſt Part, no doubt, flies off by the Pores of 
inſenſible ne A 5 was at firſt rec ei d into the 


together. But to thoſe hò are 
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Body by the Pores, ſo they ſeem to be the propereſt Out- 
let for ſo volatile a Body as Mercury, as well as for ſo ſubtle 
a Body as the Venereal Poiſon. And that a vaſt Quantity 
of Mercury is thrown out off the Body that Way, is evi- 
dent from hence, that Gold Rings on Perſons Fingers un- 
der a Sali vation are often colour'd white by the Mercurial 


yy ap offer 4 


Effluvia that exhale from their Bodies at that Time. 


Tu ERE is but one other Objection, Sir, which F 
know ever has, or, I think, poſſibly can be made againſt 
this New Method of Cure, en that is, that notwith- 
ſtanding it has ſucceeded very well in France, yet that 
2 it may not prove ſo effectual here in England. 


ut to this I hope to give a very full and ſatisfactory 


Anſwer. In the firſt place then, I preſume, it will be 
allow d me, that the natural Properties of Mercury are 


the ſame in both Kingdoms, that tis both as heavy 


and as volatile in England as in France; and I have be- 
fore ſhew'd, that 'tis by Virtue of its Mechanical Powers, 


and not by any great; and ſenſible Evacuations that 
are ſometimes caus'd by it, that tis a Specifick in 
Venereal Cafes. If Mercury be as effectual in Englund 
to remove Obſtructions, diſſolve unnatural Coheſions, 
correct the Acidities, and deſtroy the Corroſiveneſs of 


the Blood and Juices, as it is in Fravce, then I am ſure 
it will as effectually cure all Kind of Venereal Diſorders 
in Englaud as in France. If it be urg'd, that the Cli- 


mate of France is hotter than that of England, and con- 


ſequently the inſenſible Perſpiration there greater than 
here with us; I know, no Advantage at all that can ariſe 


from thence, but perhaps the contrary; that by means 


af a greater Perſpiration, the Mercurial Efluvia may fl 
off too faſt, bed ö «ha 


teration and Change in the Blood and Fluids, And 
THAT perhaps is one Reaſon at leaſt, why the Phyſi- 


cians at Mont pellier never put any Perſon under this 
Operation i in the hotter Months of the Lear. And who-. 
ever conſiders that more than two Pounds of ſuch groſs 
dance as We: (daily eat and drink, are conſtantly car- 
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Hiowbd, will be in no Pain at all for fear Teſt” an 
of ſo volatile a Body as Mercuty, tad io ſubtle 4 Body 
as the Venereal Poiſon, which is 11 0 than potk pu 
together amount to in Weig Fa i ou'd not de tran anſpir i 
or citry'd out of the Body in almoſt as wwany Days. For, 
the actual Venercal T mg if we ma ig of it 180 
its Manner of Communication an Operation, is ſo 
very ſubtle, that on Account of i vantity. 'tis of no 
Conſequence at all; but only from itz miſchievous, Ef- 
fects on the Blood and Humour. And the Mercury, 
when its Particles are ſufficiently | broken and ſeparated 
from each other in preparing'the Unguent, and” tis after- 
wards rarefy'd by the A of a becomes ſo very 
Volatile, that it often flies too ſdon, but never 
remains ſo long in the Body as to produce any ill = 
fect. If this Way of Nabe "will not fatisfy,, 1 
2 appeal to Facts, againſt which there is no diſpu- 
t Dr. Wirrouenz rv, in his Notes and Obſerva- 
. on Mr. CxrcovNeav's Book, gives an Account. 
of: two or three Caſes, of which he had then been an 
Eye-Witneſs here in England, where the Cure was ef- 
fected after this Manner by Mercurial Frictions, with- 
out occaſioning the leaſt Sele The Author of the 
Advertiſement you ſent me to Montpellier,” Which is 
printed in the Beginning of this Lettet, has perform d 
a great Number of Cures here in Town  fter he fame 
Manner; and there is a French Surgeon here at preſet 
who has likewiſe perform'd ſome ; but for want 15 
ment, or the Advice of a skilful Phyſieian; he 5 55 
wiſe committed ſome Blunders.” As for my own Part 17 
was reſolvd to make ſeveral Trials my ſelf before 4 
wrote to you; in all which, I aſſure you, A ſuc- 
ceeded even beyond my Expeckation. but 3 
Tus, Sir, have T given you a ſhort, but true A&- 
count of the Montpellier,” or new Practice in Curing the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, and all its moſt direful Attendants; 
1 are likewiſe - briefly ſhewn its Excellency and Prefe- 
1 nern 
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1 "mens in RCTS ReſpeR to all other Methods yet diſ- 
þ Ow" 369 articularly, as it is the moſt, certain, 
2a i, and [afe 4 Wa of Cure yet known. At the, fame 

VINE, T xhipk,, I. haye Tofficiegtly demonſiraced,, the In- 
4 nger,, and ill Conſequences of, the common 
livation not from my own Reaſoning only, 
but f Ec great 54 unqueſtionable Authorities: J have 

in ſome Meaſure- endeavour d to explain how Mereury 

5 07 er 9 ſo certain a. Cure in this s Piſtemper 
When 7 1 5 F, 1 es d, and have ſhewa,. that tis 
chiefly, holly owing, to the Change and Alte- 
ration at is made in the lood and Humours by, the, 
Weight and Volatility of the Mercurial Particles, and 
not to any great and ſenſible Eyacuations that are ſome- 
times occaſion'd by it. I ha S e vou in What 
other Dilcaſcs, beſides. the Venereal, this new: Practice 
has been found ſucceſsful, and have, anſwer d all the 
Obje&ions, I eyer heard were, or, think, can poſlibly, 
be made a gainſt it; and laſtly, L have confiim d its 
Uſefulneſs and Succeſs here in England by Facts not to 
be diſſ wy So. that whilſt-I, have been diſcharging my 
ſelf o particular Obligation to, you, I hope, I have 
at FR ante time done ſomething for the gener Good. 
For I can ſcarce perſuade my ſelf that any Perſon in his 
right Senſes will for the future go as far as Montpellier 
for a Cure, which he may be ſure of finding here at 
bome ; or undergo, the, Torture and Danger of a Saliva. 
tion, when he can meet with a more effectual, ſafe, and 
caly Cure without it.  Shou'd this. excellent Method, 
once prevail here, as here is all imaginable Reaſon to 
helieve it will, 0 74. in a very ſhort Time ſave many 
Thouſands of his Wie, Subjects; and allow me on 
this Occaſion, the Vanity to aſſure you, t that J have 

already ſav d one of the moſt valuable Lives in Evgland, 
by it, Nay, ſhou'd it once become uni verſal, 'twou'd 
be the utter Downfal of all that profligate Tribe, who. 
plague Mankind with their pretended Cures of this ** 
* ahh from Dr. Mix—zn down. to. Dr. CM 4 ; 
| 11 | A 2. 
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a Method which carries every Recommendation in the 
Wotld along with it; ſhoud not he more A e Pra 
cis d ʒ Irean onby fay, that vne principal Reaſon I take 

to be, | becauſe: it is not 
diſooured with ſeveral Phyſicians Mere abent- it, -who 
ſeem moſt of em entitely unacquainted with it; and the | 
moſt Learned among them who approve of it; ſay chat Tt 
does not lie directly in their Way, and 'Thar they have very 
few Opportunities of making fuck Trials.” The Meanin 
of which is, that © thro'- an ill Cuſtom that has, I don't 
know how, ptevail'd here, tis reckon'd: difreptable for 


menalfy — © © 


a Phyſician fo much as to give his Advice, of any Way Hi 


concern himſelf. in Venereal (Caſes; an, X0:db 0, te 
enough to ruin him in this other Practide? 80 chat the 
Surgeons are, in a manner, rhe only Adviſers and Practi- 
tionets in ſuch Caſes; and they ſay'Salivatioh 48 what they 


were bred to, What chey have always pructis d, and what: 1015 


they will always ſtand dy; nor will chey by ns' 
whateyer be prevuil'd)n'to/admit-of x ne French Me- 
thod to cure and French Diltale,'' How and tv wh 
Way of Reaſoning theirs'is, I leave you to ir. 
But yet this is to be faid for em, that How painful att 
dangerous ſoever a Cure by Salvation may be to the Pa- 
tient; yet 16 plain, caſy, and r ious is the * of rai-/ 
ſing it, chat even Apothecaries B cons Ap- 
prenticts are not afraid to undertake i; with what Suo- 
ceſs, I will not ſay. But tis quite orher wife at lier, 
as I told you before, where the Surgeon only performs the 
Manual Part of Rubbing, while one of the Profeſſors con- 
ſtantly ſtands by to adviſe and direct; and indeed they are 
well paid for their Attendance; an Engliſh Gentleman ſel- 
dom or never coming off there for leſs than Eight hundred 


or a thouſand Een and generally a handſome Preſent 
to tlie Phyficlan beſides. 


Bur to do Juſtice to our London Surgeons, you muſt wit 


excuſe me, Sir, if I cannot entirely agree with you, that 
e owing to Mhcir Farwapdaels: "0 Pr 
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in e the Cure of this Diſtem 


ele ae fro 


out any better Advice, that we mee 
perſect Cures, and ſo many broken Coy 
are two Opinions, with neither of 1 


Means agree, that have much cont 


End; the firſt is, that of ſome over. 
Gentlemen of the Faculty, who belie 
ſequences and direful Effects of this 


"than the juſt Re ward of it, and that t 


it, ought not to receive any Help or 
the other more general and prevailin 

ſt now mention d, that tis diſhonou 
of Note and Character any way to co 
Cure of it; ſo that the Unhappy in 
are in ener -forc'd to put themſel 
Surgeons, or elſe fall into worſe Hand 
part, I think it ſo far from being 
have always thought it a Duty, and 1 
to aſſiſt the Vubappy in every State an 
and to leave it to Heaven alone to 
World, the Crimes and Offences oon 

Ix a word, Sir, if the Publick ſha 
any Benefit and Advantage from wha 
cerning this New Method of Cure, a 


will, the Merit will be chiefly yours, 
me under. an Obligation of obey ing y 


ner L was able; ſince upon fo many 7 
Right to end NN T hing! in t 


SIR, 
* Your moſt 
San ret near N 15 : | 
fel, i Die, 10. 1729 : 8 +4 R 
Fi 
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ve meet with ſo many im- 
en Conſtitutions ;/no, there 
er of which I can by any 
contributed to the ſame 
e over- nice and ſcru 1 

o believe that all the Con- 
f this Diſeaſe are no more 
that they who ſuffer under 
elp or Aſſiſtance whatever; 
evailing Opinion is, what L 
honourable for a Phyſician 
to concern himſelf in the 

py. in theſe Circumſtances 
emſel ves under the Care of 
> Hands, But, for my on 
being a Diſhonour, that 1 
„and ſhall always think ſo, 

tate and Condition of Life, 
dne o puniſh i in the nent 


Ditternipertheeniſtiney ooh _—_ 


ces committed in b 


ick ſhall happen to receive 
1 what I have written con- 
ure, as I flatter my ſelf it 
yours, whole Requeſt laid- 
ying you in the beſt Man- 
nany Accounts you u | 
ng in the Power of, 
, 2 D : 


* moſt Obliz'd, and. * 7 
t Obedient Servant, 
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